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Cornell Cooperative Extension of Livingston County Photograph Assemblymember Marjorie Byrnes, R-Caledonia, speaks with students at
Keshequa Central School as part of a pre-COVID-19 "Ag Literacy Week "

New York State’s “Agricultural Literacy Week" is officially March 15 to 19, but Cornell Cooperative Extensions of

Livingston and Monroe counties are scheduling activities throughout the month,

The programs will reach more than 2,000 students across the two counties,

The extended schedule is designed to adapt “Agricultural Literacy Week” celebrations to accommodate COVID-19

safety protocols.

ut Livingston and Monroe counties will remotely read to students with the help of 4-H and
Agriculture in the Classroom educators from each county. The volunteers will seek to engage students in learning

more about this year’s topic, dairy farming in New York

Ad removed. Detail

“COVID-19 has caused a number of challenges for schools and this is a fun way to virtually share agricultural

information with students,” said Susan Coyle, a Monroe County 4-H program leader.

gricultural Literacy Week,” which takes place annually across New York State, has been celebrated by Livingston
and Monroe counties for the past 17 years. The week serves as an opportunity to promote agricultural literacy and
learning to students across the state. Each year, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Farm Bureau members, and

thousands of community volunteers, visit elementary school students and read an agriculture-themed book

This year’s featured book is “Chuck’s Ice Cream Wish (Tales of the Dairy Codmother)” by Viola Butler. Itis a unique
tale of agriculture with vivid illustrations and an engaging storyline. The book will help students understand the

importance of dairy in Livingston and Monroe counties, as well as in communities across New York

Youth will learn about the journey their food takes from farm to ice cream cone. With more than 4,000 dairy farms
and ranking fourth nationally as the largest producer of milk, dairy is vital to New York State. The dairy community
in New York includes both large and small farms. It also boasts processing facilities of various types and sizes, from

major global processing companies to small artisanal dairy product makers.

nnecting young people to where their food comes from is important to sustain an equitable food system into the

future. Guest readers, including the Monroe County Dairy Princess Court and local elected officials, will share the

engaging book and guide classrooms through a hands-on activity to reinforce their new knowledge,” Coyle said

Cornell Cooperative Extension educators said they are proud to feature a book that displays the unique markets and
diversity that encompasses many aspects of New York's dairy industry while also focusing on processing and how

consumers contribute to agriculture.

New York State has the longest running and largest Agricultural Literacy Week programs in the country. This year,
more than 80,000 students across 62 counties will participate in virtual “Agricultural Literacy Week” activities.
Funding to support “Agricultural Literacy Week" has been provided by New York State dairy farmers through the

Dairy Promotion Order.

Educators can sign up for this program or community members can help sponsor this project by contacting your

county's Cornell Cooperative Extension office.

For Cornell Cooperative Extension of Livingston County, contact Agriculture in the Classroom Educator Bernadette

Harwood via email to behsz@cornell.edu or call (585) 991-5443.

For Cornell Cooperative Extension of Monroe County, act 4-H Youth Development Educator Jessica Reid via

email to jar6az@cornell.edu or call (585) 753-2566.




LIVINGSTON COUNTY NEWS

Livingston County News

Livingston, Monroe county
highlight N products

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
NWNY team launches YouTube channel

SPECIAL TOT HE LCN
The Cormell Cooperative
Extension’s NWNY Team

has a YouTube Channel.
The channel has given the
team an opportunity to reach

farmers in diverse ways.

Among recent videos
was a series covering pas-
ture weed identification and
control. The first video in
the series is an introduction;
next up were overviews of
identification of some com-
mon annual, biennial, and
perennial . weeds. The last
video in the series covered

management tips prior (o
chemical control.

Margaret & Libby added
a series of videos called.
“Feeder Tips.” The English/
Spanish videos can help
feeders to learn key points.
for a successful feeding pro=
gram. Topics include defac=
ing, pushing up feed, an
mixing feed.

More videos will be added
over time and the team wilk
address requested topics.

View the channel at
https://www.youtube.com/
user/CCENWNY.

VT PTG

Victoria and Silas are shown with their finished Produced in
Now York product.




Tree, shrub sale aids conservation efforts

JULIE
BROCKLEHURST-

nd Water ( oRsSCTV
tion District offers bare root

imom quantity «
per variety

cedlings are 1-2 years old, I
24" tall. Most are available in
oups

se of land

wal success, be
ct plants that are
1l-suited to your land. The
ost adaptable trees on this list
inclode Black Tupelo “Gum
Tree”, Sawtooth Oak, and River
Birch. Black Tupelo has lovely
f flowers
h are attractive to bees, and
s which birds enjoy
Ibu»c seedlings are available

ing is

more supportive of our ecosys

Areas of your

yard with trees and shrubs will
attratt more birds an

include Butterfly Bush, Rose of
Sharon, purple Lilac, Ninebar
Amrowwood Vibumum, But-
tonbush, Hazlenut, Witch Hazel,
and Elderberry. The colors
produced by these plants may be
a surprise 0 you. The plants ir
these offerings are native species
plants, and aren’t necessarily the
same varicties sold in garden
centers. ﬂ: native h_/:lnu'

fi d b
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The American hazelnut is asily grown in average, medium,
woell-drained soil In full sun to part shade.

resistant to the filbert blight
Many specics of wildlife enjoy
col
liage. Because it tol
erates u]L it would be excellent
hed,

Also availsble
groundcovers are omamental
fountain grass, an apricot day
lily, and Hosta \Ihn M.xr

offered this year, Blue King and
Snow Queen. These iris are
quite adaptabic: they grow beau-
tifully in a moist area, but I also
remember this plant blooming
nicely in my Mother-in-Law's
sandy soil on Long Island.
Blazing Star flowering plant is

also available this ye:

The tree selections are very
nice. Deciduous offering:
include Sugar Maple, Northern
Red Oak, White Oak, Pin Ozk
and Sycamore, in addition to

the adaptable varieties already
mentioned. Evergreen trees
include Colorado Blue and
White Spruce, White Pine, and
three firs: Douglas, Concolor
and Balsam Fir. Concolor Fir
ales drier soil than the other
evergreens being offered.

The fourteen varieties of trecs,
nine shrubs, and five groundoov
ers available are listed on a well-
designed order form, containing
information necessary for you to
make wise selections. Growth
rate, mature size, soil and light
preference, and best uses are
included

You may obiain the order

by sending an email to
Robert Suyker@ny.nacdnetnet;
or call 585 489 6274. Orderin,
and payment deadline is March
19,2021. Your purchase must
be picked up on April 16 or
behind the county Hi
IX;\.mum buildings 3360

psy Lane at Hampton Cor-
ners in Groveland.

The plants being sold in this
program are generally suited to
our weather and soil conditions.

ase of these plants
supports the Livingston County
Soil and Water C
District programs.
'1A~n al seedli

mimmum order 25 per species;

New York State Tree
Nursery” to find out what is
available

LCN - MASTER GARDENER COLUMN

inniss are seon at Yummies ico Croam

gardon at Wadsworth Library, Genesco, that will include similar plants.

New garden planned at llbrary

Hard mmnm of woody
shrubs is the first scrious task
of the season. It's best o get
this done in March, before
the shrubs leaf out 1 need to
do this on the fragrant Burk
wood viburmum shrubs in
front our house. They keep
growing above the lower ed;
of the windows, 50 it’s tim
1 severely cut back about

3 of the beanches, down
fairly close 1o the ground. If
1 do this three years in a row
they will be shorter for
years. GoodGardening Videos.

g bas great selection:

to select the trees/shrubs

cluding pruning of

sidewalk leading 10 the front
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directly to

in May, Bulbs .Hr.»...m
all

continuity) and some differ
plants ( for variety). Each
p will include one

ht, and Fr
llow dayl
hesc annuals
Double Cherry
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Ping Pong Mix, Ja
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include twe f
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p with this
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mulch. This
2 wates directly




Helping house

BY JULIE
BROCKLEHURST-WOODS
Master Gardener

ouseplants are good
company in the winter
months. I love plants

of all kinds, prefer nurturing
them outdoors, but indoor

plants are a good substitute at -
this time of year. It has so far

been a mild winter, but that
could change quickly.

Indoor environments are
generally not as well-swited for
plants. Because the plants are_ :
not in their optimal environment,
they are more prone to problems,

Over-watering is a common
problem for houseplants, prob-
ably killing as many or more
plants than neglect. Wilting
can result from too little or too
much water: too much causes
the roots to rot, so they cannot
absorb water. You can check the
moisture with your finger, but
picking up the pot to see whether
it is heavy or light is more reli-
able, especially for larger pots.

If you have a plant that seems

to be drying out very quickly,
don’t hesitate to pot it up one pot
size larger, so the plant has more
moisture-holding soil available,
Watering on a set schedule often
does not meet the needs of indi-
vidual plants,

JULIE BROCKLEHURST-WOODS/SPECIAL TO THE LCN

This African violet Is very happy In this self-watering pot.

Self-watering pots are another
option. They are more costly
than standard pots, and it can be
difficult to seasonally adjust the
amount of moisture available.
Winter watering can be chal-
lenging to figure out because our
homes have low humidity when
the heating system is on, yet it’s
not the time of year when most
plants are actively growing. T

top layer of the soil dries very
quickly, sometimes misleading
us regarding the moisture deeper
in the pot.

T'recently was given a differ-

ent type of self-watering pot,
designed for African violets and
other low moisture plants. They
are ceramic, with two pieces: the
inner part holds the plant and

is not glazed, while the outer
glazed part holds water. The
plant absorbs adequate water
right through the unglazed pot
wall. The African violets in them
are doing beautifully. I have a
couple more of these pots I will
soon be trying out with succu-
lents.

. A common houseplant prob-
lem related to watering is fungus
gnats, small flying insects that
breed in plant soil. Generally,
allowing the top layer of your
soil to dry out between watering
will reduce their numbers. T have
sometimes covered the soil sur-
face with a mulch of used coffee
grounds, which dry out more
quickly than potting soil. No,
coffee grounds are not acidic:

[ have tested them with my pH
kit. I regularly save them and
put most of them directly on my
garden beds.

If you still have an infesta-

—_—

tion after trying these siniple
strategies, Mosquito Bits, a

able from Amazon and many
other sources, is a very effective
product. Itis natural, relying
on Bacillus Thuringiensis to kill
the larva of these pests. It is not
toxic to people and pets, Tt is
also effective in killing mosquito
larva, so T keep some on hand
to sprinkle in my patio fountain
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Home & Garden

Livingston County News

and bird bath in summer.

Julle Brockiehurst-Woods has been &
Master Gardener Volunteer with Cof
nell Cooperative Extension of Livin,
ton County since 2002. She enjoys:
helping all gardeners become suc-
cessful gardeners, especlally helpi
people identify tools and strategies

questions by email: JulleBW48@
gmall.com.
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ning information
1 hope readers will
interesting

s: people wanted to
their
ey wouldn’t

some success, the
hat people will

where readers may feel
they have leamed some
thing useful. I am con-
stantly thinking about my
own landscape, not what 1c
add necessanly, but how
to make it manageable as

will contin
2 lot

pots ke it welcom-

Tropical piants often
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s houseplants f e © would al
the winter monthe, addin, sy dodiyon Loy
moisture to our dry homes, mor inable, a word
and others can go nant  embracing cnvironmental

t that is carried to
basement
would love to hear
who write about plant
communities inste
s practical, a topic  individual plants. N:

garden trends

plants are wonderful. but  vest. Setti

only if they are well-suited can take real

to the spot where you plant
them:- just because they
have existed in the region
for a loag time doesn't
mean you will find one
ideally suited for that
empty spot in your garden
Some writers are puri

on this topic, while others
encourage us (o consider
nativars, plants developed
from mative plants with
improved qualities

haps topics I could spend
time on, since they can
reduce [abor. Vej
rOWN in containe
casier 1o maintain and har

The dos and don’ts of fertilizer

reader contacted me

not too long ago ask-

ing me to write about
fertilizer. Improving your

il is a related issue because
in poor soil, especially if the
pH is too low or high, the

ilable nutrients will not be
readily absorbed by plants.
Adding more synthetic fert
izer than your plants need
can also canse damage.
Your first step is to get a
soil tes

Fertilizer containing
nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium (NPK) was the
go-to for many years. More
recently, we have learned
that phosphorous is not
often lacking in our gar-
dens. It has been eliminated
in lawn fertilizers in many
states because it accumu-
lates and runs off into our
rainwater management sys-
tems, which drain directly
into local streams and riv-
ers.

Home vegetable gardens
almost always need nitro-
gen fertilizer as do many
annuals. Potassium is less
important unless a soil test
indicates a need. Plants
don’t distinguish between
organic and synthetic fertil-
izers, but organic products
often take longer to break

DIEGO GREZ/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Composting is great, writes Master Gardener Julie Brocklehurst-
Woods, but you must include manure in the mix in order for it to
serve as a complete fertilizer that contains sufficient nitrogen.

down and then can be grad-
ually absorbed by plants.
Alfalfa and soybean meal
are two organic options
for adding nitrogen while
improving your soil.
Composting is great, but
you must include manure
in the mix in order for
the compost to serve as
a complete fertilizer that
contains sufficient nitrogen.
Phosphorus from compost
can accumulate in gardens
where this substance is fre-
quently used as fertilizer.
Those of us without a
manure source can add
nitrogen and improve soil
with soybean or alfalfa
meal. Nitrogen dissipates
readily, so it does not build
up in the soil. But this does
not mean you can pile it on
your plants. Use a scoop to
sprinkle it around the root
zones of your plants in June
and again in mid-summer.
Scratch it into the soil sur-
facé with a cultivator so it
doesn’t wash away during
irrigation.

A cover crop is another
great strategy to improve
the soil in your vegetable
garden. Oats and field peas
or beans make a good mix
to plant in August in open
areas of your garden. You
can cut back or remove
lower branches on tomato
plants to improve access
to the soil to plant this
cover crop. These plants
will grow for a couple of
months, then die over the
winter. The legumes (peas/
beans) will add nitrogen,
while the roots of both
plants will loosen the soil
so that roots will grow
more easily the following
year.

Perennial plants don’t
need supplemental nutrients
as much of vegetables, but
an application of a nitrogen
fertilizer in spring can give
them a boost. Milorganite,
sold as an organic lawn fe;
tilizer, is a product I use for
this purpose.

In my pots I use slow-
release fertilizer pellets.

Osmocote is a recognizable
brand of this type of prod-
uct. Many potting soils now
include fertilizer, so it’s

a good idea to read your
package carefully because
you might not need to add
any additional fertilizer. In
any case, this fertilizer will
not last all summer. I add
more fertilizer to my pots
toward the end of July.

Compost tea is a popular
fertilizer, but it doesn’t
add more nutrients to your
garden than compost alone.
It is easier to just apply the
compost to your soil sur-

ace.

A final step in sustaining
garden fertility is mulch.

It keeps the soil from dry-
ing out and washing away,
reduces weed competition
and enables rain to pen-
etrate more easily.

If you prefer to use syn-
thetic fertilizers, the plants
will use these substances
and grow well. Be careful
to follow package direc-
tions and not to use more
than what is recommended.
Most packaged fertilizers
include multiple elements
that may or may not be
needed in your garden

For soil test instructions,
visit the Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Livings-
ton County website at CCE-
LivingstonCounty.org and
enter “soil test” into the
search bar.

Julie Brocklehurst-Woods has
been a Master Gardener Volun-
teer with Cornell Cooperative
Extension of Livingston County
since 2002. She enjoys helping
all gardeners become success-
ful gardeners, especially helping
people prioritize and simplify their
gardening tasks. She will answer
gardening questions by email:
JulieBW48@gmail.com.
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dairy: farming in New York

celebrated by
1 S i counties for17.
The Comnell Cooperative Extensions .
of Livingston and Monroe counhes are

te i :

Each year,
 bers and thousands of commumty ol

racy Week has been
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Ag Literacy ;_Week gomg virtual this year

portance of dairy farming in Living-
n and Monroe counties, as well as in

mmgmtles across New York.

While Agricultural Literacy Week is
reh15-19, activities are held through-
the month. Nearly 2,000 students in

v‘both counties will learn about the j jour-

_Agncultural Literacy Week will be
ebrated all month Iong in Livingston
Monroe counties,” said Susan

. Monroe County 4-H ‘program

4r “COVID-19 has caused a number

a fun way to virtually share agricultural
information with students. Connecting
young people to where their food comes
from is important to sustain an equita-
ble food system into the future. Guest
readers, including the Monroe County
Dairy Princess Court, Farm Bureau
members and local elected officials, will
share the engaging book and guide
classrooms through a hands-on activity
to reinforce their new knowledge.”

Monroe -County educators can call
585-753-2566 or email jar642@cor-
nell edu for information.
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Livingston Co. 4 H program awards Livestock Scholarship

Cameron Wood has been
awarded a livestock
project scholarship from
the Bank of Castile

The Express

Livingston ‘County 4-H member
Cameron Wood has been awarded a
livestock project scholarship from the
Bank of Castile.

The Bank of Castile annually com-
mits scholarship money to deserving
Livingston County 4-H members to help
with the purchiase of a 4-H beef, swine,
or lamb project animal.

The application process includes
four parts:

1) an essay explaining why the appli-
cant is interested in the project;

2.) a recommendation;

3.) a knowledge test about the live-
stock industry, careers in agriculture,
animal nutrition, genetics, showing,
and grooming; and

4.) an interview with the selection
committee.

Cameron, a six-year member of Liv-
ingston County 4-H, was awarded a
Bank of Castile Beef Scholarship in the
amount of $500.

Cameron Wood plctured with his beef prolect durlng the 2020 Virtual Showcase
PROVIDED

The scholarship will help Cameron
purchase his 4-H beef project animal for
the upcoming year.

He has previously completed pro-
jects in the beef, swine, Market Poultry,
and arts and crafts project areas.

Cameron has also participated in the
Livingston County 4-H Program Public
Presentations contest.

4-H livestock projects present 4-H
youth with a hands-on opportunity to
gain valuable knowledge and life skills
that are critical in the personal develop-
ment of young people.

Not only do they have the responsi-
bility of caring for their project animal,
but they alse learn valuable business
lessons such as financial record keep-
ing, marketing and communication
skills associated with selling their pro-
ject animal, and providing a high quality
food product to consumers.

Bank of Castile sponsorship of the
Livingston County 4-H Livestock Schol-
arship Program provides deserving
youth with an opportunity to raise and
show a market animal that they may
not, otherwise, have been able to buy.

If you would like more information
about the Livingston County 4-H Pro-
gram, call 585-991-5420 or 585-335-
1752.

Enrollment is currently underway.
Families can join the Livingston County
4-H Program for $15/child or $40/family
(3+ siblings).

New member enrollment paperwork
can be found online at www.cceliving-
stoncounty.org.




Locally, the Livingston County Mars 4-H ieadership team included Audrey de With, Rian de Wit, Lucy
Sexton, Howie Sexton, Emily Vattimo and Izaya Tanksley. PrROVIDED

Livingston 4-H hosts Mars
base camp adventure

Staff reports

Six Livingston County 4-H members of-
fered younger participants a unique oppor-
tunity to learn about the planet Mars.

Ten 4-H members participated in the
program where they explored the general
process of launching and landing on Mars,
exploring the surface, using a rover for re-
search, and growing food.

Last year, 4-H member Audrey de Wit ap-
plied for and was selected to participate ina
state-wide Mars program. Audrey enjoyed
the experience so much that she decided to
gather a group of fellow Livingston County
4-Hers to help share her knowledge with
others.

New York State 4-H often offers leader-
ship opportunities for youth - a chance to
learn a program and share it back with local
members.

“Ilove supporting this kind of leadership

development,” said 4-H Educator Renee
Hopkins. “4-H promotes a learn by doing
model... Audrey not only got the chance to
learn the content of the program, but also
got to lean leadership by being a leader of
our local team.”

Locally, the leadership team included Au-
drey de With, Rian de Wit, Lucy Sexton, Ho-
wie Sexton, Emily Vattimo, and Izaya Tai

ley.

My five teammates andThad an amazing
time putting the activity night in motion,
and hopefully the participants had just as

said Audrey de Wit.

The group is even looking forward to
holding similar events in the future.

For more information about the Living-
ston County 4-H Program, contact the Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension of Livingston
County at 585-991-5420 | 585-335-1752.
Families can enroll in the 2020-2021 4-H
Program through June 1, 2021.

GENESEE COUNTRY EXPRESS

Livingston Traffic
Safety Education
Program nets
donation

Staff reports

The Comell Cooperative Extension of Livingston
County Traffic Safety Education Program received a
$5,000 donation from AAA.com of Western NY. The
gift will be used to purchase child passenger safety
seats.

“Keeping all children in vehicles safe is our pri-
mary goal,” said Traffic Safety Educator Barb Sturm.
“This generous donation from AAA.com of Western
NY will allow us to purchase approximately 70-75 ad-
ditional child passenger seats for families in need,
and comes at a eritical time when so many families
are struggling. Our deepest gratitude to AAA Western
& Central New York!”

The Traffic Safety Education Program has seen an

crease in requests for child enger safety seats
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“With so many families in our community experi-
encing financial hardship, many parents and care-
givers are finding that they are unable to afford criti-
cal items,” added Sturm.

Choosing an appropriate car seat and installing it
correctly is critical in keeping children safe when
traveling in vehicles. The laws, seats, and anchoring
systems in vehicles are constantly changing and
many parents find it helpful to get professional assis-
tance. Parents and caregivers can contact the CCE
Livingston County Traffic Safety Education Program
to arrange for a one-to-one child passenger seat in-
spection and education from a certified CPS techni-
cian (COVID safety measures compliant).

Parents/guardians must meet income eligibility
guidelines to receive a child passenger seat through
the CCE Livingston County Traffic Safety Education
Program. For more information about Cornell Coop-
erative Extension of Livingston County or the Traffic
Safety Education Program, visit the CCE Livingston
County website at www.ccelivingstoncounty.org, or
email Barb Sturm at trafficsafetycce@cormnell.edu |
bbs28@cornell.edu.

“This generous donation from AAA.com of Western
NY will allow us to purchase approximately 70-75
additional child passenger seats for families in
need, and comes at a critical time when so many
families are struggling. Our deepest gratitude to
AAA Western & Central New York!”

Barb Sturm, Traffic Safety Educator
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4-H hosts Produced in

NY Food Demonstration

Staff reports

Livingston County was brimming
with 29 talented 4-H members at the
annual Produced in New York Food
Demonstration event. Creative use of a
New York ingredient was abundant, as
4-Hmembers prepared a recipein front
of judges and answered questions from
the judges and audience members.

This year’s event was held both re-
motely and in-person, in order to ac-
commodate as many families as possi-
ble. Because the remote event was a
new platform for participation, prac-
tice sessions were held for both judges
and participants. It is important that
evaluators see as much of the demon-
stration area as possible, so camera an-
gles and organization of materials/sup-
plies required more consideration than
the in-person event.

The event offers a chance to leam
about NY food products and demon-
strate culinary skills. It also serves as a

fun introduction to presenting in pub-

lic. Since several 4-H members present
at the same time, this event can help

See 4-H, Page 7A

& |

g TR
4-H member Alyssa Healy at the
annual Produced in New York Food
Demonstration event. PROVIDED

Agriculture Literacy Week
adapts in Livingston County

Staff reports

The Comnell Cooperative Extensions of Living-
ston and Monroe County are adapting their Ag Liter-
acy Week celebrations to accommodate COVID-19
safety protocols.

In celebration of New York agriculture, volunteers
throughout Livingston and Monroe Counties will be
remotely reading to students with the help of 4-H
and Agriculture in the Classroom educators from
each county. These volunteers will enthusiastically
engage students in learning more about this year’s
topic, dairy farming in New York.

“COVID-19 has caused a number of challenges for
schools and this is a fun way to virtually share agri-
cultural information with students. Connecting
young people to where their food comes from is im-
portant to sustain an equitable food system into the
future. Guest readers, including the Monroe County
Dairy Princess Court and local elected officials, will
share the engaging book and guide classrooms
through a hands-on activity to reinforce their new
knowledge,” shared Monroe County 4-H Program
Leader, Susan Coyle.

Agricultural Literacy Week, which takes place an-
nually across New York State, has been celebrated
by Livingston and Monroe counties for the past 17
years. It serves as an opportunity to promote agri-
cultural literacy and learning to students across the
state. Each year, Comell Cooperative Extension,
Farm Bureau members, and thousands of communi-
ty volunteers, visit elementary school students and
read an agriculture-themed book.

This year’s featured book is Chuck's Ice Cream
Wish (Tales of the Dairy Godmother) by Viola Butler.

It is a unique tale of agriculture with vivid llustrations
and an engaging storyline. The book will help students
understand the importance of dairy in Livingston and
Monroe counties, as well as in communities across
New York.

While Agricultural Literacy Week is March 15-19, ac-
tivities are being scheduled throughout the month of
March to accommodate the nearly 2,000 students ex-
pected to patticipate.

Youth will learn about the journey their food takes
from farm to ice cream cone. With over 4,000 dairy
farms and ranking fourth nationally as the largest pro-
ducer of milk, dairy is vital to New York State. The dairy
community in New York includes both large and small
farms. It also boasts processing facilities of various
types and sizes, from major global processing compa-
nies to small artisanal dairy product makers.

Cornell Cooperative Extension educators are proud
to feature a book that displays the unique markets and
diversity that encompasses many aspects of New
York's dairy industry while also focusing on processing
and how consumers contribute to agriculture.

New York State has the longest running and largest
Agricultural Literacy Week programs in the country.
This year, more than 80,000 students across 62 coun-
ties will participate in virtual Agricultural Literacy
Week activities. Agricultural Literacy Week would not
be possible without the support of our wide network of
volunteers.

Educators can sign up for this program or communi-
ty members can help sponsor this project by contacting
your county’s Cornell Cooperative Extension office.

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Livingston County
Agriculture in the Classroom Educator - Bernadette
Harwood | beh53@cornell.edu | 585-991-5443
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